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We are pleased to announce that
the Welland Rivers Trust have
completed the ‘Keeping the
Welland Cool’ project for the
2017/18 planting season.
Project Summary:

This project involved communitybased riparian tree planting on the
River Welland throughout the
catchment. Over the winter, 6
planting events were run,
involving 184 volunteers planting
2,045 saplings. These events
involved volunteers from
Lubenham, Market Harborough,
Drayton, Duddington, Gretton,
Harringworth, Great Easton and
Rockingham.
Benefits of Riparian Planting:
Planting trees along the banks of a
river is beneficial for both the

people and wildlife who rely on
the river.
For the wildlife living within and
alongside the river, the trees will
grow to create shade for the water,
which will lower water
temperatures in the summer
months and increase dissolved
oxygen in the water. This in turn
will create better habitat for
freshwater biodiversity. In
addition, the trees will also grow
to create riparian habitat for birds
and mammals, including otters
and kingfishers.
For land owners next to the river,
and people who rely on the river,
planting trees can bring about a
range of different benefits, from
life-saving shelter for livestock,
combatting soil erosion, warming
the soil to extend the growing
season, and slowing surface water
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run-off to reduce flood risk. The
trees will also provide habitat for
game birds, attract vital pollinators,
and provide an extra income
through wood-fuel.

Useful contacts:
Geoff Gilfillan – Welland Rivers Trust
Project Officer
☏ 07774842229
✉ ggilfillan@wellandriverstrust.org.uk

http://www.wellandriverstrust.org.uk/
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Community tree planting in
Lubenham
Date: 24/02/2018
As part of the Keeping the
Welland Cool project, the Welland
Rivers Trust, the Woodland Trust
and the Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust held a joint
community woodland creation
event in the rural Leicestershire
village of Lubenham.
The event was a huge success as
over 100 volunteers joined in on
the planting of 1,500 saplings in as
little as two hours. It was great to
see such a strong turn out from
Lubenham village, and we were
also joined by volunteers from
various groups including:
-Market Harborough Scouts
-Market Harborough in Bloom
-Market Harborough Environment
Group
We would like to thank all
volunteers for their help on the
day. In addition, we would like to
thank the All Saints Church for
offering tea and coffee to the
volunteers.

The event received fantastic
publication and press, appearing in
both the Harborough Mail, and the
Leicester Mercury, as well as both
the Lubenham Village and
Lubenham Primary School
newsletters.

This was a fantastic opportunity for
three independent conservation
trusts to work in partnership and
deliver real benefits to both wildlife
and local people in a rural
catchment. We were delieghted to
team up with our colleagues at the
Wildlife Trust and the Woodland
Trust, and we hope we can deliver
more benefits in the future.
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Water Environment
Grant Submissions
by Geoff Gilfillan

Defra, the Environment Agency,
Natural England and the Rural
Payments Agency have developed
a new scheme under the Rural
Development Programme called
the Water Environment Grant
(WEG) to fund improvements to
the water environment. The
proposed scheme is being
designed to support delivery of
projects that are currently funded
through the Water Environment
Improvement Fund (WEIF).
The priority for the proposed
Water Environment Grant is the
delivery of Water Framework
Directive outcomes including
those of water dependent
designated sites.
The new funding scheme is aimed
at a wide range of potential
projects from river restoration and
in-river barrier removal through to
advice for landowners and control
of invasive species through to
work which improves water
quality. It will support feasibility
studies, information sharing and
delivery of catchment scale
improvements. Projects likely to
receive funding will be those
which demonstrate they meet
Water Framework Directive
(WFD) objectives as set out in
river basin management plans.
The WEG will be available to a
wide range of external applicants
for example, land managers and
land owners, charities, public
sector bodies, farmers or foresters.
We expect the scheme would be
delivered through those partners
who already work closely with the

Environment Agency and Natural
England, like the Catchment
Partnerships, although there is the
potential for anyone to apply if the
funded project lasts longer than a
year, starting by March 2019 and
ending by March 2021.
£9 million is available each year
for the next three years. There is
no minimum value for a grant, but
there is a maximum of £2 million
per project.
The Welland Valley Partnership
(WVP) will be submitting funding
applications for 6 projects
throughout the Welland
Catchment. These funding
applications will involve several
catchment partnership
organisations including the
Welland Rivers Trust, Anglian
Water, and the Guash Fishing
Club.
In brief, the WVP will be
requesting funding for:
1. The Welland Headwaters
Improvement Project:
Aiming to address WFD
failures in the headwaters
of the Welland, upstream
of Market Harborough.
2. Working with Welland
Farmers: A farmer
engagement project
offering advice and

3.

4.

5.

6.

training to reduce the
environmental impact of
farming in the upper
Welland.
The River Warden
Scheme: Aiming to recruit
volunteers to help the
WRT protect the river
ecosystem.
The Welland Floodplain
Habitat Improvement
project: Aiming to restore
sections of the historical
floodplain areas of the
middle Welland, providing
flood alleviation and
wetland habitat.
The Welland Farm
Grant Scheme: Most of
the Welland is outside
priority areas, so this
project would aim to create
more incentive for farmers
in the upper Welland to
protect freshwater.
The Welland Washes
Feasibility Study:
Investigating the
possibility of restoring the
Welland Washes as a flood
storage reservoir in
Lincolnshire, also recreating important wetland
habitat.

The application window closes on
May 11th at 5pm.
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Rivers Trust Spring
Conference
by Geoff Gilfillan

The Welland Rivers Trust recently
joined our Rivers Trust colleagues
for the Rivers Trust Spring
Conference on March 21st.
Over 120 delegates from within
the Rivers Trust movement
gathered to discuss The Journey of
Rivers Trusts – Past, Present and
Future, held at the Department of
Foreign Affairs & Trade’s Iveagh
House in Dublin.
The conference was at full
capacity and was attended by old
and new Rivers Trusts from across
Great Britain, Northern Ireland
and Ireland, as well as government
bodies, local authorities and nongovernment organisations, all
involved in protecting and
improving our rivers and lakes.
The conference was an
opportunity for everyone to come
together to discuss and learn about
the formation of Rivers Trusts and
the challenges our precious
freshwater environment faces, as
well as casting an eye into the
future to seek out new
opportunities and learn about the
direction of the movement.
The conference was funded by the
Department of Housing, Planning
and Local Government and the
Northern Ireland Environment
Agency, an agency within the
Department for Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs.

Great British
Spring Clean
by Geoff Gilfillan

On Sunday March 11th, the
Welland Rivers Trust teamed up
with the Deeping St James
Angling Club to host a joint Great
British Spring Clean event on the
River Welland as it flows through
Deeping St James in Lincolnshire.
The GB Spring clean is a national
event aimed at engaging
communities in keeping their
environment tidy and clean, and
this year, the Rivers Trust
movement joined Keep Britain
Tidy in assembling an army of
#litterheroes for a UK wide mass
clean-up of our rivers. 80% of
plastic in the oceans comes from
land, and rivers are a significant
pathway for it to get there.
We would like to thank our
#litterheroes who helped us collect
over 9 bags of rubbish from the
riverbank. One exciting finding
was a half-eaten trout, indicating
recent otter activity in the area!!!

UP-COMING EVENTS
River Clean Up
Location: Deeping St James
Date: May 12th 2018

River Clean Up
Location: Spalding
Date: May 16th 2018

Lubenham Parish Council
Presentation
Location: Lubenham
Date: May 29th 2018

