Using rivers to enhance
Neighbourhood Plans
How can local rivers or streams
benefit your community?

Neighbourhood Plans
Local councils now have the power to adopt
Neighbourhood Plans, setting out the policies that
the community wants to apply when a planning
application is submitted in their area.
Neighbourhood Plans are a great way to enable
communities to have more control over planning and
housing decisions by designating where new homes
should be built, how developments should be
designed and which places should be protected.
There are currently no restrictions on the content of a
Neighbourhood Plan so there is much scope to ensure
that positive environmental outcomes are achieved
whenever development takes place.
This can be a fantastic opportunity to understand
how your local river or stream contributes to the
character of your community and to shape how it will
do so in the future.

This document sets out some of the benefits that your
local river could bring to your community and how to
consider them when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan.
Every community is different and has their own vision
for how they want to develop. However, we are sure
that the rivers and streams that flow though our
catchment can provide a uniting theme that brings a
shared vision for the future.
At the Welland Rivers Trust, we can help to shape your
Neighbourhood Plan so that your community can
deliver the positive environmental outcomes it wants.
This could take the form of practical site-specific
advice or could simply be used to help direct you to
other useful resources.

You can choose the appropriate stage and level of
assistance that’s right for your plan.
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Why Protect Your Local River?
Rivers and streams can define a community, helping
to explain its history and what makes it unique.
They also provide a natural open space for people to
enjoy and use free of charge - somewhere to spend
time with family and friends, observe wildlife, engage
in recreational activities and reconnect with nature.
When used to their full potential, rivers can change
places and communities for the better.
At The Welland Rivers Trust, we want local rivers and
streams to be at the heart of community life, alive
with people, wildlife and activity. We feel that our
watercourses are a vital link between where we live
and the natural world and provide a big part of what
gives the Welland Valley its distinctive character.

Good planning decisions are based on all available
evidence, so your community may wish to incorporate
as much information as possible regarding the local
natural environment into the Neighbourhood Plan.
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Wildlife Habitats
Rivers support a wide variety of important plants and
animals whilst serving as a corridor across the
landscape for them to move around.
Your county’s Environmental Record Centre is a good
first stop for information on the habitats, species and
geology in your area. Much of this information is
available to the public free of charge.
With a strong statement on the need to protect
habitat in your Neighbourhood Plan, developers would
be aware of the importance of wildlife to the local
community. The ways that this can be incorporated
are limitless, but we have provided a few examples to
get you started.

New green areas created during development will
attract wildlife and provide calm spaces for people of
all ages to enjoy.

- example 1 Specify that all new developments deliver ‘biodiversity
net gain’. In essence, this means that after the work is
completed, there is more high-quality space for
wildlife than before. This could include creating a new
wetland area or riparian woodland planting.

- example 2 Ensure the protection of existing wildlife habitat by
implementing ‘buffer zones’ to minimise the impacts
of nearby development and link up isolated sites.

- example 3 Ensure that conditions to protect and enhance wildlife
are included within Development Orders. This
strengthens the need for developers to make provisions for wildlife within the development before they
are granted full planning permission.

Water Quality and Flood Risk Management
The quality of water in a river or stream can affect
how attractive it is and impacts greatly on the
abundance of wildlife that relies on it.
We also obtain much of our drinking water from our
rivers and many of them in the Welland catchment
lie within a Drinking Water Protected Area (DWPA).
Where a development might affect the quality of
water in the river, we need to ensure that it will not
adversely impact the ability of people or wildlife to
use this precious resource.
One of the greatest current threats to rivers in the
Welland catchment is excessive phosphate levels.
Environment Agency data suggests that a significant
source of phosphate originates from domestic
sources, mainly septic tanks and small sewage
treatment works.

Your Neighbourhood Plan could insist that planning
applications for new housing be accompanied by an
assessment of local infrastructure and its ability to
remove pollutants from waste water.
New developments could incorporate improvements
to their associated sewage treatment works to offset
the impact on river water quality such as the creation
of treatment wetland areas.
Your Neighbourhood Plan could also ensure that new
developments include Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) that reduce flood risk and provide new
wildlife habitat and green spaces for people to enjoy.
In natural environments, rain falls onto permeable
surfaces and soaks into the ground by infiltration.
However in urban areas, the ground is sealed limiting
this process. Instead, pipes and culverts form an
artificial network that rapidly diverts rain water into

local water courses. This can cause downstream
flooding and poor water quality.
SuDS are an environmentally friendly way of delaying
and reducing surface water runoff in urban areas.
They are designed to mimic how rainfall drains
naturally by increasing infiltration and storing water
on the surface.

examples of suds include
water retention ponds
wetlands
infiltration basins or trenches
rainwater harvesting systems
permeable roads and pavements
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Recreation, Health and Education
Rivers and streams offer a fantastic natural
resource for your community to enjoy and could be
used to encourage tourism and outdoor exercise.
Rivers can support a vast array of recreational
activities including walking, cycling, canoeing and
fishing. However, in your local area, some of these
may require specific facilities or additional
infrastructure.
Your Neighbourhood Plan could encourage the
development of river-based recreational activities
for the community. For example, by improving the
quality and safety of riverside paths or providing
secure fishing pegs.
Clean and safe water courses can also serve as an
outdoor classroom in a range of subjects for local
schools and Scouts groups.

Your Neighbourhood Plan could also incorporate the
development or maintenance of riverside education
areas for people of all ages. Examples include shallow
gravel riffles that function as river dipping areas or bird
watching hides.
At The Welland Rivers Trust, we believe that there are
few places better to spend a summer’s evening than
relaxing by the river. With a healthy river flowing
through the heart of community life, local people will
have the opportunity to come together, become more
active and connect with wildlife in new and exciting
ways.
We hope that when creating your Neighbourhood
Plan, this is a vision for life in the Welland catchment
that you will seek to create for the future.

River Restoration
The Welland Rivers Trust is one of a network of
conservation groups supporting the restoration of
river systems in the United Kingdom.
Historical straightening, dredging and pollution have
left many our rivers and streams in a poor state. This
has reduced their ability to support the diverse array
of aquatic wildlife that should be found there. It has
also impeded the natural alleviation of flooding in
our towns and cities by cutting rivers off from their
flood plain.

Your Neighbourhood Plan may be able to support
restoration work by providing funding towards physical works through the Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL).
Most new development that creates net additional
floorspace of 100m2 or more, or creates a new
dwelling, is potentially liable for the levy. Contact your
local planning authority for more information on how
the CIL can be applied in your area.
You could also safeguard your local river or stream
from the need for future restoration by ensuring that
new development does not damage its natural
function in any way.
You can find out about the current and past river
restoration work being undertaken in your area as part
of the Welland Valley Partnership's 5 Year Plan.
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River Wardens
Local community groups can now work in
partnership with the Welland Rivers Trust to
‘adopt’ and care for specific sections of their local
river.
Voluntary River Wardens can undertake a wide
range of tasks to protect their river, including
monitoring water quality and biodiversity, recording
localised flooding and mapping the distribution of
invasive species.

Through the Neighbourhood Planning process, you
may wish to support our River Warden scheme by
creating a River Warden position within the Parish
Council, or by assisting the Welland Rivers Trust in
River Warden recruitment in your community.
To find out more information about the River Warden
scheme, please contact The Welland Rivers Trust.

River Wardens act as local champions for their river,
involving their neighbourhood in river restoration
projects and acting as a point of liaison between the
Welland Rivers Trust and their community.
Our River Warden scheme is a great way to support
the community, learn new skills and protect local
wildlife habitat. Training and equipment needed to
participate in the scheme is provided free of charge.
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For more information and to find out how the Welland Rivers Trust can assist in the
development of your neighbourhood plan, please contact info@wellandriverstrust.org.uk
www.wellandriverstrust.org.uk
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